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PREFACE, 

This thirty-second issue of the annual Labour Report, containing a 
digest of labour statistics, is an abridged war-time edition. The volume 
relates to the two years 1941 and 1942 and omits a considerable number of 
pages of standing matter, which can readily be found in the thirty-first 
issue for the year 1940. In view of the shortage of staff and paper, insertion 
of an account of war-time organization of labour, etc., has been deferred 
until the next issue. 

While the form of the present issue leaves much to be desired, the changes 
have resulted in economies of material and manpower. 

The tables and pages in this issue have been numbered to agree generally 
with those appearing in issue No. 31 for 1940. Each such page bears two 
numbers—that at the top is identical with the numbering of issue No. 31 
while that at the bottom of each page (in brackets) runs through the present 
issue in sequence. 

S. R. CARVER, 

Acting Commonwealth Statistician. 

Commonwealth Bureau of Census and Statistics, 

Canberra, A.C.T., igth August, 1943. 
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EXPLANATION.—The scale refers to working davs lost In hundred thousands. Thus, taking 
the year 1917, and comparing the shaded and blank sections with the scale, it will be observed that 
about 870,000 working days were lost in Manufacturing and TSuilding, over 1,300,000 in Mining, over 
2,300,000 in Transport, an.l about 150,000 in other industries. 



WHOLESALE AND RETAIL PRICES, NOMINAL AND EFFECTIVE Oil REAL WAGE INDEX-NUMBERS.—AUSTRALIA, 1911 t o 1942. 

1913 1914. 1915 1916 1317 1918 1913 '1320 192 923 1924 1925 1926 1927 ,132a 1929 1930 1931 W39 1940 1941 1942 

EXPLANATION.—The index-numbers in the above praph are for the Six Capital Cities as a whole, with the exception of those for Wholesale Prices which are for 
Melbourne Thev are all calculated to the common base 1911 = 1,000, the scale for which appears on the left of the graph. They are shown quarterly from 
1912 to 1939 and thereafter annually in the case of the Wholesale Prices (Melbourne). The " C " Series Retail Prices (food, groceries, rent of 4 and 5 rooms, clothing 
and miscellaneous household expenditure) are shown quarterly from 1925. Nominal Wages are shown quarterly from 1914, and Real Wages quarterly from 1925-


